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found their way into the state exchequer. In a single day
the income from Fustat alone was 50,000, sometimes even
120,000, Mu'izzi dinars, and from Damietta and Ushmunayn
more than 200,000 dinars were received in one day. The
authors are quite astonished, and can only say : " Xothing
like it has ever been heard of in the country.** x
Thanks to this success, Ya'qub b. Killis was accorded a sort
of monopoly in the administration, and was now permitted
to direct the affairs of al-Mu'izz with unlimited powers.2
The success of the monetary reform, and of the financial
administration generally, will always be associated with the
name of Ya'qub b. Killis in the history of Egypt. It was he who
laid the foundations of a sound and efficient financial adminis-
tration, upon which al-Mu'izz's successors were able to build.
Viewed in the light of this success, C. H. Becker 3 was justified
in calling friyn. 4i a financial genius and organizer of the first
order ", and in declaring that *" the internal administration of
the Fatimid Empire was created by him ".
2.     As YlZIEB "CKDEB  AL-6AziZ
After the death of al-M^izz and upon the accession of his son
al-*Aziz in 976, Ya'qub b. Killis's position in the Government
was more than confirmed; his functions as Inspector and
Minister of Taxation and Finance were even enlarged by the
placing of " other affairs " under his control.4
The nature of these other affairs is not specified. We learn
for the first time in this connection, however, that Ya'qtib b.
Killis was also consulted on matters of foreign policy and
strategy.5 This advisory function regarding foreign affairs
is significant, as it contributed to his further advancement and
to his attainment of the highest dignity in the Fatimid Empire,
the vizierate.
1 Ibn Muyaaaar, 46 ; cf. Maqrizi, Ztti'fi?, p. 97.
*  Maqrizi* ii, 6.
*  Enc. IsL, s.v. Egypt.
*  Maqrizi, ii, 6.
*  Ibn, dL-AOur, viii, 484.